Week 8, Day 3

Along the way, they came across a man named Simon, who was from Cyrene, and
the soldiers forced him to carry Jesus’ cross. And they went out to a place called
Golgotha (which means “Place of the Skull”). The soldiers gave Jesus wine mixed with
bitter gall, but when he had tasted it, he refused to drink it.

After they had nailed him to the cross, the soldiers gambled for his clothes by
throwing dice. Then they sat around and kept guard as he hung there. A sign was
fastened above Jesus’ head, announcing the charge against him. It read: “This is
Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Two revolutionaries were crucified with him, one on his
right and one on his left.

The people passing by shouted abuse, shaking their heads in mockery. “Look at you
now!” they yelled at him. “You said you were going to destroy the Temple and rebuild it
in three days. Well then, if you are the Son of God, save yourself and come down from
the cross!”

The leading priests, the teachers of religious law, and the elders also mocked
Jesus. “He saved others,” they scoffed, “but he can’t save himself! So he is the King of
Israel, is he? Let him come down from the cross right now, and we will believe in
him! He trusted God, so let God rescue him now if he wants him! For he said, ‘Il am the
Son of God.”” Even the revolutionaries who were crucified with him ridiculed him in the
same way.

Matthew 27:32-44

At The Ridge, our mission is to help people find and follow Jesus. As you read the next
portion of this devotional, consider the FIND comments if you if you are exploring faith
or helping others explore their faith. Use the FOLLOW section to help you take steps if
you are currently following Jesus.

FIND: Help someone today, even if you don’t feel like it.



FOLLOW: Jesus could have brought himself down from the cross, yet decided to
respond to the mockery with gentleness. With the authority you have (e.g. in your
marriage, with your children, at work) how can you show more gentleness?



