
	
	

Encounter Series Devotional, Week 4 | Day 2 
 

Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve disciples and with the others who were 
gathered around, they asked him what the parables meant. 

He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secret of the Kingdom of God. But I 
use parables for everything I say to outsiders, so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: 

‘When they see what I do, 
they will learn nothing. 

When they hear what I say, 
they will not understand. 

Otherwise, they will turn to me 
and be forgiven.’” 
 

Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how 
will you understand all the other parables? The farmer plants seed by taking God’s 
word to others. The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the 
message, only to have Satan come at once and take it away. The seed on the rocky 
soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. But 
since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they 
have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. The seed that fell among 
the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the message is 
crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other 
things, so no fruit is produced. And the seed that fell on good soil represents those 
who hear and accept God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a 
hundred times as much as had been planted!” 
Mark 4:10-20 
 
 
 
 
 
 



At The Ridge, our mission is to help people find and follow Jesus. As you read the next 
portion of this devotional, consider the FIND comments if you are exploring faith or 
helping others explore their faith. Use the FOLLOW section to help you take steps if 
you are currently following Jesus. 
 
 
FIND: 
In today’s reading, what seed can you relate with? 
 
FOLLOW:  
How are you planting seeds in those around you? What prevents you from 
producing fruit in your life?  
 
	


