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Week 2, Day 3:

It’s also like a man going off on an extended trip. He called his servants together and
delegated responsibilities. To one he gave five thousand dollars, to another two
thousand, to a third one thousand, depending on their abilities. Then he left. Right off,
the first servant went to work and doubled his master’s investment. The second did the
same. But the man with the single thousand dug a hole and carefully buried his
master’s money.

After a long absence, the master of those three servants came back and settled up with
them. The one given five thousand dollars showed him how he had doubled his
investment. His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job well. From now
on be my partner.’

The servant with the two thousand showed how he also had doubled his master’s
investment. His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job well. From now
on be my partner.’

The servant given one thousand said, ‘Master, | know you have high standards and hate
careless ways, that you demand the best and make no allowances for error. | was afraid
I might disappoint you, so | found a good hiding place and secured your money. Here it
is, safe and sound down to the last cent.’

The master was furious. ‘That’s a terrible way to live! It’s criminal to live cautiously like
that! If you knew | was after the best, why did you do less than the least? The least you
could have done would have been to invest the sum with the bankers, where at least |
would have gotten a little interest.

Take the thousand and give it to the one who risked the most. And get rid of this “play-



it-safe” who won’t go out on a limb. Throw him out into utter darkness.’
Matthew 25:14-30 (MSG)

Everything we have been given is a gift. Everything. This includes the car you’re
driving, the house you live in, the job you have and the family you were born into. God
was purposeful in placing you in this time and in these circumstances.

The dictionary tells us a steward is “a person who manages another’s property or
financial affairs.” In the parable of the talents, a man asks three servants to steward his
property. Each one responds to this call according to his character. Two servants
increase their master’s investment, bringing him greater wealth and honor, and the
master rewards them for their faithfulness. But one servant acts foolishly and hides the
master’s money. He is rebuked and punished. The little he was entrusted with is taken
back, and he is abandoned.

Stewardship takes the idea that everything we have is a gift to its logical conclusion: If
all that | am and all that | have is from God, then how should | care for and use it? We
have been given our lives, knowledge, resources and relationships, not to squander as
we wish, but to glorify God. “For in him we live and move and have our being,” (Acts
17:28).

REFLECT:

How do | spend wealth so it honors God? How do | steward friendships? How do |
take care of the body He gave me to be His temple? How do | use knowledge and
education in the best way possible? We do all of these things by seeking God’s will in
every decision, reading his Word and listening to the Holy Spirit. We do this by acting
generously and obediently, ethically and morally.

TAKE ACTION:
Sign up for the 24-hour Prayer Experience taking place on November 4 and 5.



